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1 Reflection

1 Question

2 Concerns

2 Visions

1 Plea



< Reflection >



We’re good* at “education”

* decent



I’m tried of the crap









rational







1988 Rank* Today’s Rank**

Adult Literacy 50 27
High School 

Completion
50 28 

Adults with a College 

Degree
49 47

Per Pupil Spending 48 38 

Student-Teacher 

Ratio
41 13

Teacher Salary 38 27
•*Haselton, B. & Davis, M. (2004). Resources do produce results. Foresight, 11(1).

•** Various Citations Available



Kentucky ranks 

19th in 2011 

Quality Counts 

K-12 

Achievement 

Rankings
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This is not a bad 
picture



this is mostly an efficient system



we’re decent at “education”



< /Reflection >



< question >





what if “education” isn’t what kids need?



what if:

education ≠ creativity



what if:

education ≠ mentoring



what if:

education ≠ inspiration



what if:

education ≠ curiosity



what if:

education ≠ entrepeneurialism



what if:

education ≠ good jobs



what if:

education ≠ learning



if our system has detached from societal 
learning needs, is a “good education” 

good enough?



< /question >



< concerns >



< 1 >



happens
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is happening 

everywhere



is happening 

everywhere



almost

is happening 

everywhere





< /1 >



< 2 >



1952: Opened

1982: 300 E/E

2011: Closed
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1975: Shanghai





Can a computer do it 

faster?

Can someone overseas 

do it cheaper?









0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Agriculture Working Service Creative

Growth of the creative class

Florida, R. (2002). The rise of the creative class (p. 332). New York, NY: Basic Books.



Growth of the creative class

Florida, R. (2002). The rise of the creative class (p. 332). New York, NY: Basic Books.



Percentile change in 

importance of task type 

in U.S. economy

Autor, D., Levy, F., & Murnane, R. J. (2003). The skill content of recent technological change: 

An empirical exploration. Quarterly Journal of Economics 188, 4. [updated, D. Autor, 2008]





< /2 >



< vision >



What it might look like







Built for High Impact

Past 
Experience 
& Proven 
Results

A National 
Network & 
Existing 
Foundation 
Partnerships

High Tech 
Center with 
World Class 
Experts

Multiple Issue 
Based, 
Practitioner 
Partnered, 
Research 
Labs



States will form national Innovation Lab Network



it might look like that …



or … maybe it looks like this…









< /vision >



< plea >



Help



We can do big things …
… if we want to 

… if we share a vision
… if we can collaborate together





1821 Today

First Public 

High School, 

Boston

1837

Horace Mann

1850

Kentucky Provides 

for “A System of 

Common Schools”

1865

Kentucky A&M

(Becomes UK)

1989

KERA

1916

John Dewey

1950

Brown v. Board of 

Education

?
1800 1900

time, is a tricky thing



what is going to be our impact?







If we teach 

today's students 

as we taught 

yesterday's, we 

rob them of 

tomorrow. 

John Dewey



< /plea >



<end>


